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quarrelling with his leader's plans, and on more than one
occasion nearly induced Hume's men to turn back and
abandon the journey when they were confronted by hardship
and peril. But Hume was a strong man, and threatened death
to any deserter except Hovell, who might go any way he
pleased, if he went alone. Hovell did go off, with one com-
panion who managed to escape with him, but both men, after
a terrible time in the hill country, were only too glad to follow
their companions' track and rejoin them in a humbler frame
of mind.

Meanwhile Hume continued his way indomitably, impro-
vising strange ingenious craft to cross the swollen streams,
always having a rough but ready plan for any emergency that
turned up, and showing the unerring instinct of the woodsman
when a way had to be found through forests or over hills. His
name will always be honourably remembered among the
pioneers of Australian exploration.

Captain Charles Sturt was another who adventured into the
great interior, and he had the good fortune of being accom-
panied by Hume. The year 1828-1829 was one of great
suffering to the colonists on account of a terrible drought,
which burnt up the grass as if it had actually been scorched
by fire, and dried up the rivers in their beds. Sheep and
cattle died in large numbers, the ground in many of the
previously fertile districts was barren of harvest, and the
colonists were in such desperate need of water that the old
tale of an inland sea or lake began to dominate the imagination
of the colonists like a beautiful vision of hope. Sturt, who
had been deeply stirred by the spirit of previous explorers,
volunteered to go in search of inland waters beyond the region
of his sun-baked earth, and upon receiving the encouragement
of the Government, set off from the banks of the Macquarie
River on a long journey through untracked country. The
hardships of the early explorers were as nothing compared to
.the trials of ".Sturt and his companions, for their path lay
through hundreds of miles of parched land from which every